
Tuesday 2 June
POPPLETON ARTS

At The Centre
Thursday 4 June

POPPLETON COMMUNITY TRUST
CENTRE UPDATE MEETING
At The Centre, 7pm all welcome
Saturday 6 & 20 June and 4 July

POPPLETON RAILWAY NURSERY
OPEN DAYS

By Poppleton Station
Friday/Saturday 12/13 June

PJFC BEER & MUSIC FESTIVAL
At Millfield Lane

Saturdays 18 June, 11 July, 8 August
TITHE BARN OPEN DAYS

Tea and cakes - all wlecome
Saturday 18 July

HOSPICE FUNDRAISER
At 72 Millfield Lane
Saturday 15 August
VILLAGE SHOW

All around the Village Green
BH Weekend 29, 30, 31 August

ART IN THE BARN
25th Anniversary Event

The Tithe Barn
Weekend 12/13 September
SCARECROW TRAIL

All around the village
Tuesday 15 September
POPPLETON ARTS

At The Centre
Tuesday 22 September

POPPLETON HISTORY SOCIETY
Venue to be announced

Thursday 5 November
BONFIRE NIGHT
SPECTACULAR

At The Centre

What’s OnWhat’s On
in Poppleton

New Café Space OpenNew Café Space Open  
Issue 91 I Summer Edition I June 2026Issue 91 I Summer Edition I June 2026

The Poppleton CentreThe Poppleton Centre
Quarterly MagazineQuarterly MagazineCentrepieceCentrepiece

New Poppleton Social
Opens Its Doors

If you haven’t been into the Poppleton Social in 
the past couple of months read inside about how 
it has been transformed as Phase 2 of the Out 
o’ Space project comes to fruition. It’s a whole 
new environment and has completely changed 
the space to make it warmer, cosier and more 
welcoming. At an opening ceremony on 1st April 
the new café was officially opened by Poppleton 
resident Pauline Craven, a longtime supporter 
of the centre whose late husband, John, was 
one of the founders of the Trust back in 1991.

Also joining the celebrations was Cllr Pete 
Kilbane, Deputy Mayor of York & North York-
shire Combined Authority and Deputy Leader of 
City of York Council who had provided a sub-
stantial part 
of the funding 
for the project 
along with 
the National 
Lottery Com-
munity Fund, 
N a t i o n a l 
Grid’s NGET 
C o m m u n i t y 
Grant Pro-
g r a m m e , 
The Bernard Sunley Foundation and others.

Biodiversity Group
Goes Wild

Poppleton’s Biodiversity Group have been 
working hard since our last edition and you can 
read inside about the wildflower meadow being 
created on Chantry Green and their other 
activities designed to enhance the biodiversity 
of the village. 

Easter Fun
The Centre’s Easter Egg Hunt went down well 
again this year and Easter Bunnies were out in 
force!

Pauline Craven cuts the ribbon to formally open the Pauline Craven cuts the ribbon to formally open the 
new Poppleton Social spacenew Poppleton Social space

Trust Chairman, Robin Tomlinson, welcomes Trust Chairman, Robin Tomlinson, welcomes 
Cllr Pete Kilbane to the eventCllr Pete Kilbane to the event
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Treasurer
Poppleton Community Trust

Poppleton Community Trust, the charity that 
runs The Poppleton Centre, is looking for a 
new Treasurer to join our friendly board of 
trustees.
	 You’ l l  oversee the char i ty ’s 
finances, work alongside our bookkeeper, 
and help guide the Trust’s financial strategy 
as we continue to develop the Centre as a 
hub for the community.
	 The role is voluntary and would 
suit someone with a finance, accountancy 
or bookkeeping background. Trustees meet 
around six times a year. Full handover and 
support provided.
	 To find out more or have an infor-
mal chat, please contact Trust Chair, Robin 
Tomlinson by email at robintom34@gmail.
com.

Bookkeeper
Poppleton Community Trust

Poppleton Community Trust is seeking a 
part-time bookkeeper to support the running 
of The Poppleton Centre.
	 You’ll be responsible for day-to-
day bookkeeping, processing invoices and 
payments, reconciling accounts, and working 
closely with our Treasurer and Centre Manager.
	 This is a paid role, at a rate of £17 
per hour, ideal for someone familiar with 
QuickBooks, who is local and who’d like to 
support a busy and much-loved community 
charity for one day per week.
	 For more information or to apply, 
please email info@poppletoncentre.org.uk.

‘Retiring’ Treasurer
Due to pressure from other commitments, our Treasurer, Pam Peacock 
has stepped down from the role after 18 months of sustained work 
helping to look after the finances of the Trust. Her colleagues have 
hugely appreciated the work that she has put into the role and are 
delighted that she has agreed to stay on as a Trustee, continuing to 
support the work of the Trust. 

Pop into the newly 
refurbished
Poppleton Social 
for breakfast, lunch, 
tea, a pizza or a pint
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Out o’ Space Project Update
The New Poppleton Social Space is Open!

The new, light, warm and welcoming Poppleton Social is now well and 
truly open - and most recently has had sound deadening panels in-
stalled!
	 We are delighted to say that after a three month period of 
intensive work by Chris Cook and Oliver Hughes’ team the old conserv-
atory part of the cafe has been replaced with solid walls, new aluminium 
windows and a solid, thermally efficient roof. With new radiators to heat 
the space when it gets chilly and sound insulation to damp down the 
noise, the Social is back up and running in its lovely new environment.
	 Thanks go to the build team, Beth, the Trustees involved 
in managing the project and also to the Poppleton Social team who 
worked non-stop during their move into the Dodsworth and Maypole 
Rooms making the whole project as seamless as possible during the 
rebuild. Thanks too, to our funders without whom none of this would 
have been possible.
	 If you haven’t been in to take a look and enjoy the hospitality 
make sure you do. You’ll thoroughly enjoy the experience.

What’s next On the Agenda?
With a community centre as well used and hugely enjoyed by so many 
people on a regular basis, keeping it up to date and able to cope with the 
needs of everyone in the communmity means there are always plenty of 
projects queueing up to be done. Having created the new Studios and 
the new Poppleton Social; helped the Tennis Club to open their new 
Pavilion and Padel Courts, the Trustees are now turning their minds to 
upgrading the Sports Hall with a new floor and refurbishing the entrance 
and passageways around it. The plans are currently being formulated 
and costed - after which we go out to seek funding - all under the Out o’ 
Space banner. We’ll keep you updated on progress as we go. 

Come and enjoy the newly refurbished 
space at the Poppleton Social

Moving the beer taps to the back of the bar and enlarging the space 
behind it has enhanced the serving area for Simon Moss and his team

Shhh! It’s Quiet Hour at Poppleton Social
2pm - 3pm

Monday to Thursday Every Week
COME ON IN!

in response to feedback from customers who’d welcome a calmer 
environment at certain times in our cafe, please be aware that there 

is now a quiet hour, 2-3pm on Mondays, 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays 
during term times. You and your loved 
ones can enjoy the Social’s usual of-
fering in a less stimulating environ-
ment.
	 The music will be off, and 
children are welcome but please help 
by keeping noise to a minimum and 
have children seated at your table. It’ll 
be really appreciated!
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Saturday Open Days
on 6th & 20th June and 4th July

The nursery will be open from 10am to 4pm to sell the usual wide 
range of plants and home made refreshments plus books, bric-a-
brac and home made crafts.  The narrow gauge railway will be on 
display.  A pdf of all Open day dates in 2026 can be downloaded 
from the nursery’s website which also summarises the nursery’s 

unusual history and activities.

www.poppletonrailwaynursery.co.uk.

New volunteers are always very welcome.  Details are on the
website or call in at the nursery on any Monday, Wednesday or 
Friday between 10am and 3pm to look around or have a chat.

Poppleton CommunityPoppleton Community
Railway Nursery NewsRailway Nursery News

from Richard Scottfrom Richard Scott

Art in the Barn Poppleton artists are celebrating their 25th 
Anniversary Exhibition at the Tithe Barn on 29,30,31 August. Preview 
Evening: 7-9pm, Friday 28 August (ticket only*).
	 Join them on this special occasion and enjoy new and original 
artwork to browse or buy and visit the popular pop-up café with home-
baked cakes. 
	 Artist Betty Law took part in the first exhibition and recalls 
being asked, alongside other Poppleton artists, to help mount an art 
exhibition in the newly restored Tithe Barn to highlight the Barn’s poten-
tial: “It was an exciting time. A ‘one off’ we all thought, but its success 
led to another, then another. After the first exhibition, there was such 
camaraderie between some of the artists that we started meeting at 
each other’s homes to paint.  By the following summer I approached 
the Trustees to see if we could use the Barn each month . . . and we 
continue to meet twice a month and exhibit there today!” 
	 All sales generate a contribution towards the continued 
upkeep of the Barn.

FREE ADMISSION, Refreshments & Parking.
Open 10am-5pm Saturday & Sunday, 10am-4pm Monday.

Tithe Barn, Church Lane, Nether Poppleton, YO26 6LF.
*PREVIEW TICKETS £5: email gill.griffiths1@hotmail.co.uk.   

  Celebrating 25 Years of CreativityCelebrating 25 Years of Creativity
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News from Upper Poppleton Parish Council
From Neil Lawrence

Car Park Resurfaced 

I am pleased to be able to tell you (what most of 
you have probably already seen) that the Parish 
car park adjacent to the Lord Collingwood has 
finally been resurfaced. This was a major expend-
iture by the Parish Council and one which should 
ensure that this public car park is in tip-top condi-
tion for years to come.

Parish Meeting
The annual Parish Meeting was held prior to 
the Upper Poppleton Parish Council meeting 
on 11th May. The main purpose of the meet-
ing is to provide electors with a review of the 
previous year’s business and also to provide a 
forum which allows villagers to raise any items 
of concern or local interest. The report is given 
by the chairman of the Parish Council and any 
villager from Upper Poppleton may speak, 
provided they are on the electoral register. 
Unfortunately this meeting is not well sup-
ported. The report can be found on the Parish 
Council website.

Biodiversity Group
One of the big successes of the past year has 
been the newly formed Biodiversity Group. In 
the beginning, this group was fully funded by 
the two Parish Councils but a very generous 
donation and the sale of bird boxes is begin-
ning to provide a separate income stream. 
Elsewhere in this edition of Centrepiece there 
is a very interesting full page article concern-
ing the Group’s various activities. The Group 
is always on the look out for volunteers. If you 

Art in the Barn Exhibition 
25th Anniversary

August Bank Holiday Weekend 
Saturday 29th August 10-5pm 
Sunday 30th August 10-5pm 
Monday 31st August 10-4pm 

Preview Evening - ticket only £5 
Friday 28th August 7-9pm 

Tithe Barn 
Church Lane, Nether Poppleton YO26 6LF 

Original Artwork for Sale 

Free Admission - Refreshments - Parking 

Find Us On Facebook at Art in the Barn Poppleton

and your 
f a m i l y 
would like 
to get your 
h a n d s 
dirty for a 
few hours 
and help 
to improve 
biodiversity 
in the vil-
lage then 
p l e a s e 
send an 
email to 
the ad-
dress in 
the article.

Dog Poo Plea
One final point. It is noticeable that some dog 
owners are not clearing up their dog’s mess 
from the pavement. Please be a responsible 
owner and a good villager and clear up after 
your dog.

The recently resurfaced village  
car park by the Lord Collingwood

The Trustees of Poppleton Community Trust
invite you to a

Centre Update Meeting
(formerly the AGM)

on
Thursday 4 June 2026

at 7.00pm

at
The Poppleton Centre

to provide an update on the past year,
finances, future plans for

The Poppleton Centre 
and to hear your views

Everybody welcome

Clare Usher of 
the Poppleton 
Biodiversity 
Group gets 
to work on 
preparing the 
Chantry Green 
wildflower 
meadow
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Thinking of selling?

www.hudson-moody.com

Call your local Independent  
Estate Agent for a Free Valuation:

City Centre:  
01904 650650

Dunnington:  
01904 489906

Poppleton:  
01904 789999

North of York: 
01904 600000

Read our latest 
Google reviews

PenLife Associates
Chartered Financial Planners

Registered in England No. 2390548. PenLife Associates Ltd is authorised and regulated 
by the Financial Conduct Authority. Authorisation Number 212972. The value of your 
investments can go down as well as up, so you could get back less than you invested.
The FCA does not regulate estate planning. 

Financial Wisdom on Your Doorstep 
Book Your Complimentary
Financial Planning Consultation

Why Come Along?

How to Book

• Date: Wednesday 8th July 2026 
• Location: PenLife Associates, 3 Tudor Court, Opus 

Avenue, York, YO26 6RS
• Parking: Available

We’re inviting our local neighbours to book a financial 
planning consultation. Come in for a relaxed chat 
with one of our Financial Planners. The consultation is 
complimentary and is your opportunity to get some 
guidance and reassurance whatever stage you’re at - 
from planning for retirement and reviewing investments to 
preparing for inheritance or protecting what matters most.

Simply call us on 01904 661140, send an email to   
enquiries@pen-life.co.uk and quote ‘Neighbours’, or 
scan the QR code below.

• Friendly Expert Guidance: Benefit from the 
knowledge of our Financial Planners.

• Tailored to You: Share your personal goals and get 
guidance that suits your situation.

• Ask Anything: Whether it’s a big concern or a small 
query, we’re here to help.

• No Obligation: There’s absolutely no pressure to 
proceed further.

Spaces are limited, so we
recommend booking early!

CCaallll  JJaassoonn  oonn  00773377  883311  00997700
wwwwww..VViibbrraannttTTrraannssffoorrmmaattiioonnss..ccoo..uukk

BBeessppookkee  rreeppllaacceemmeenntt  kkiittcchheenn  aanndd  wwaarrddrroobbee  ddoooorrss

BBeessppookkee  sslliiddiinngg  wwaarrddrroobbeess  aanndd  aacccceessssoorriieess

VVaarriioouuss  hhaannddyymmaann  jjoobbss  ––  nnoo  jjoobb  ttoooo  ssmmaallll

FFllaatt  ppaacckk  ffuurrnniittuurree  aasssseemmbbllyy

Why rip out your kitchen when you can get us to 
design, supply and fit quality new doors & accessories

Over 30 years’ experience in the furniture industry, quality assured
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New Seat
You may have already noticed that the seat 
outside the Butcher’s shop has been replaced by 
a new one. It is hoped that this will last for many 
years.

New Bus Timetable
Our local Councillors have been busy putting 
together a timetable for the No. 10 bus.  I’m sure 
you will agree this has been no simple task. The 
new timetable is supposed to enable the buses to 
run more efficiently, but it makes it more compli-
cated for us the users.  One of the problems for 
First Bus is that the No.10 is the longest route, the 
new electric buses can run out of electricity and 
so have to be withdrawn from service. 
	 Councillor Hooke is representing the 
village on the Bus Forum group and she will 
report to the Parish Council to update us on any 

News from Nether Poppleton
Parish Council
From Richard Harper

progress. Your councillors would also like to 
establish a working group about the buses 
and if you would be willing to volunteer to 
become a member please contact our clerk at 
netherpoppletonclerk@poppleton-pc.org.

Please Report Potholes
One thing that everyone will notice, especially 
if you use the bus, is the number of pot holes 
on all of the roads of the village. This has not 
been helped by the amount of work undertak-
en by gas main replacement. If you do find a 
new (or even an old pothole that has not been 
repaired) then the best way to do this is via 
FixMyStreet. This can be found at www.fix-
mystreet.com.  This provides a map so that 
the problem can be located. It also notifies 
City of York Council within minutes without 
having to negotiate the City’s web site.

The show takes place on the Upper Pop-
pleton Green on Saturday 15th August, 
writes David Johnson. Free programmes 
are available in the Community Centre, 
Library, Lord Nelson, Lord Collingwood, 
White Horse, Allerton Drive shops and Cof-
fee on the Green at the Methodist Church.
	 There are entry classes for 
flowers, fruit, vegetables, floral art, 
handicrafts, baking, first timers and chil-
dren under thirteen. No entry fees and 
cash prizes to be won so get a programme 
and have a go or visit the show website 
www.poppletonvillageshow.uk.

	 Fruit and vegetable exhibits in 
All Saints Hall,  flowers, handicrafts, floral 
art and baking in the new Methodist Hall. 
Come and see all the entries.
	 You can also buy Village Show 
raffle tickets with a top prize of Two Adult 
flights with Jet2 to any of their destina-
tions.
	 Other events on the Green are 
the Spud and Beetroot in a Bucket weigh-
ing, the Shepherd Brass Band, a fun dog 
show, the vintage car display, stalls and 
animal petting.
	 The show starts at 12.30.

Poppleton Village Show 2026Poppleton Village Show 2026
Saturday 15 AugustSaturday 15 August

Fruit and vegetable exhibits 
in All Saints Hall

Everyone at The Centre wishesEveryone at The Centre wishes
Peter Arthur Leonard AndersonPeter Arthur Leonard Anderson

of Nursery Road, 100 years old on 6th May of Nursery Road, 100 years old on 6th May 
2026, a very happy birthday.2026, a very happy birthday.

Happy 100th Birthday, Happy 100th Birthday, 
PeterPeter
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The balsam pulling season is 
almost upon us -

and we could use your help
Himalayan balsam was introduced to Britain in 
1839, but escaped from gardens and has since 
rapidly colonised riverbanks and areas of damp 
ground.  The dense growth smothers native 
plants and when the balsam dies back in the 
autumn, it leaves the riverbanks bare and vul-

nerable to 
erosion. It 
is spread-
ing rapidly 
in the vil-
lage and 
controlling 
the growth 
along the 
r i v e r s i d e 
and other 
areas in 

Poppleton is a massive task. Can you help? 
The Poppleton Beavers and Scouts are already 
planning some balsam clearing sessions, and 
we’d love you to get involved too – see below 
for how to find out more.

If you want to remove balsam while out 
alone, this is really important

Make sure you are pulling up the right plant. 
There are plenty of images online, as well as a 
photo of the flower here.

Leave the plants on site – once pulled, leave 
the balsam where you found it. It’s classified as
controlled waste and must not be transported 
elsewhere. To stop the plants from taking root 
again, either pile them up in one spot, or hang 
them on tree branches.

News From Poppleton
Biodiversity Group
From Clare Usher 

Meadow on Chantry Green
Readers will no doubt have seen that work on 
creating a small patch of meadow on Chantry 
Green is now well underway. Members of the 
Biodiversity Group joined the York environ-
mental charity St Nicks for a couple of days 
of initial digging and we completed the seed 

sowing short-
ly afterwards. 
The seed 
mix contains 
42 native UK 
species and 
includes an-
nual, biennial 
and perennial 
w i ld f lowers 
to maximise 
biodiversi ty 
and support 
wildlife. 	

	 The rainfall which we had after the 
seed sowing was very welcome but we will be 
watching carefully to see if further watering is 
required in the coming weeks. 
	 We are now watching with antic-
ipation to see when the seedlings start to 
emerge. We do not expect a great show of 
flowers this year, as the plants will first need 
to get established and develop a strong root 
system, but we are hoping for a full display 
next year. We are also planning a monitoring 
regime for when the meadow is established, 

so that we can measure the difference it has 
made in terms of the species it is supporting. 
Our special thanks to St Nicks for their valued 
support and advice throughout this project, to 
Tristan of Tristan Cross gardening services 
who dropped everything to come and help 
when we needed help on the digging day, and 
to the residents next to the green for their 
input into the site selection.

Tansy planting
One of the many 
plants that Hima-
layan balsam is 
killing off is the 
tansy plant. This 
also happens to 
be the main food 
source for our local 
tansy beetles (found 

only along the riverside in the York area and 
two small areas in the East Anglian fens). We 
helped our Poppleton tansies last year by 
clearing the balsam from the areas where we 
spotted them and planting more tansy seed-
lings. We will be continuing this work in the 
coming months and would welcome more 
pairs of hands to help with this.

Poppleton Centre trees
The group is also helping to increase the 
number of trees on the banks at the end 
of the Poppleton Centre football pitch. We 
have a few young trees which are ready to 
be planted out, raised and donated by 

local residents. Do you have any native trees 
in pots you would like to donate? Please get 
in touch if you do, and we can consider their 
suitability for planting out.

What’s wild in
Poppleton now?

The Biodiversity group is keen to start 
collecting records of wildlife in the village. An 
easy way to do this is by using the iNaturalist 
app. It’s easy to use, and you don’t even need 
to leave your home or garden to get involved. 
Just take a photo and upload it to the app. It 
will help us get a good picture of what wildlife 
we have in the village. Go to https://www.inat-
uralist.org/ for more information.

Have some spare time? 
Please come and help us!

Many hands make light work – please join us 
for balsam pulling, tansy planting, tree plant-
ing and more. Look out for posters around 
the village with details of what we are doing, 
when and where, or email

poppbiodiv@gmail.com
to get added to the PBG WhatsApp group. 

With you we could do so much more!
 

PBG volunteers meadow seedingPBG volunteers meadow seeding

St Nicks start St Nicks start 
diggingdigging

Clearing balsam from Clearing balsam from 
the tansy plantsthe tansy plants

Himalayan BalsamHimalayan Balsam

Tansy beetleTansy beetle

PBG VolunteersPBG Volunteers
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Rebecca Bayne BDS GDC no: 79380
Alison Byrne BDS GDC no.: 63598
Sarah Miller BDS GDC no: 74568
We are a fully private practice.

For all new patients the
examination appointment is £79.90
which includes X-rays

£87

Rebecca Bayne BDS GDC no: 79380
Tarjinder Gill BchD PG Dip (Imp Dent) GDC no 83906
Sarah Miller BDS GDC no: 74568
We are a fully private practice

York - 07843 793341 or 07980 947171
Email: info@d-selectricians.co.uk
Web: www.d-selectricians.co.uk

New Installations
Consumer Units
Additional Sockets

Full/Part Rewires
Lighting
Inspection and testing

Try Padel
Padel is the world’s fast-
est growing sport. Come 
along and enjoy the fun! 
Court and equipment 
hire is available to all via 
the Playtomic App. For 
more information please 
visit the Poppleton Ten-
nis Club website.

An Introduction to
Sound Baths

We’re Michelle and Jo, two friends behind Gather & 
Ground Wellness — and we’re really excited to be 
bringing sound baths to The Poppleton Centre.
	 Sound baths use Himalayan singing bowls, 
gongs, and other instruments to guide your nervous 
system into a deep state of rest. Stress hormones 
drop, the mind quietens, and many people report 
better sleep for days afterwards. You don’t need any 
experience - just lie back and let the sound do the 
work.  And the best bit, the effects are cumulative - 
the more you practise, the more you feel it.

Tickets are £20, you can book
using the QR code in the advert on Page 12 or 

follow us on Instagram and 
Facebook @gather_and_ground_wellness 

Michelle & Jo, Gather & Ground Wellness

This October, 3rd-12th, 
Beth Kirkham and her 

intrepid team are heading 
out to climb Kilimanjaro to 
raise funds for the Out o’ 
Space Project. News and 
pictures in the December 

edition of Centrepiece.

Kilimanjaro
Trek



10

Contact  Centre Manager   01904 797478  info@poppletoncentre.org.uk meet I eat I play I relax

Find out more at poppletoncentre.org.uk

Poppleton Legal Clinic
Free initial appointment with our friendly solicitors.

Our Legal Clinics cover all areas of Private Client law, including:

 Wills and Probate

 Trusts and Tax

 Powers of Attorney

 International Probate

 Missing Persons Law

 Document Services

  Managing Affairs & Court of Protection

In your appointment, we will:

 Understand your situation

 Recommend the best next steps

  Explain how we may be able to help, 
 including any costs if proceeding

Specialists in Wills, Probate and Private 
Client Matters

Dodsworth Room,  
The Poppleton Centre

Third Thursday of the month, 
1:30pm to 4:30pm

01904 866139 hello@rochelegal.co.uk || rochelegal.co.uk

Clear legal 
guidance today for

peace of mind
tomorrow.

Part-Time Youth Workers 
Wanted (Paid)

Friday evenings during
school term time

Are you passionate about supporting 
young people? We’re looking for friendly, 
motivated individuals to join our team in 

Poppleton.
As a Youth Worker, you’ll help deliver fun, 

safe, and inclusive sessions—planning 
activities, building positive relationships, 

and supporting young people to grow 
in confidence, learn new skills, and feel 

heard. You’ll be part of a supportive team 
creating a welcoming space for all.

We’re looking for people who:
• Have experience working with
young people (paid or voluntary)

• Are approachable, reliable, 
and good communicators
• Care about inclusion and

making a difference
Youth work qualifications or First Aid are 
a bonus, but not essential. A background 

check is required.
Interested?

Contact Tony Pink (Chair)
tony@tonypoppleton.com

01904 345436 | 07585 959168
Apply by Thursday 30th June

Join us and help make a
real difference in

young people’s lives.

Poppleton Tennis Club coach Belinda Turnbull Poppleton Tennis Club coach Belinda Turnbull 
completed the London Marathon 2026 raising completed the London Marathon 2026 raising 

nearly £3,000 for York RSPCAnearly £3,000 for York RSPCA
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Village
Voice

from Oliver Hopkins

Helping you age
well in your

own home.

www.radfieldhomecare.co.uk/york
york@radfieldhomecare.co.uk

01904 395 138
Call to speak to the team

Pigeons
“Coo” yourself, city bird
An asphalt feathered rat
Pecking last night’s chunks
All grit and claw and scat

Village bird, the gentle loaf
Lounging up on high
A velvet-collared glutton
Wheezing out a pleasing sigh

One for woodland, one for road
Same beast split by postal code

Do you have a 
house to let?

Basically, writes Nissa
Van Riper, we rented a

lovely house in the
village from people who
went abroad, and now

they’re back, so our small
family needs a new

house to rent. We have
grown to love Poppleton.
We take tennis lessons

at the club, the York
College bus comes right
to the village, plus the 
moat fields and com-
munity woodland are
close. 3+ BR please.
Excellent references
from prior landlords

upon request.
If you can help, please 

contact Nissa on
07377 222886 or

nvanriper@pm.me



12

Contact  Centre Manager   01904 797478  info@poppletoncentre.org.uk meet I eat I play I relax

Find out more at poppletoncentre.org.uk

ryland horticulture
Aboricultural and Landscape Contractors

•	 Commercial	and	domestic	landscapers
•	 Specialists	in	high	quality	garden	improvement,	alteration	and	design
•	 Full	design	service	from	concept	to	construction
•	 Approved	contractors	 •	 All	tree	works	and	consultancy
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       A brilliant range of books for all ages
We stock Large Print and Talking Books
Access to Ancestry and Find My Past 

websites
Update your York Card or you can do this 

on-line as a digital card at
card.exploreyork.org.uk

Monthly Reading Group and a Weekly story 
time – contact branch for details

Under 5s Story Time - just drop in
Every Wednesday 2.30-3.00pm

Lego Play Every Saturday 10.30 – 11.30
E books and E Audio books are available via 

the Libby app and Borrow Box

For information and opening times please 
see our website exploreyork.org.uk

We value your support and look
forward to seeing you

Poppleton LibraryPoppleton Library 

and don’t forget to tell them you saw them
here in Centrepiece

Thank you

Please support our advertisers

Wishing
all our 
readers
a fun 
and

sun-filled 
summer
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Ordinary Meeting
17 February 2026

Stained Glass Restoration
by Keith Barley

(A note advertising this meeting was omitted 
from Issue 90, for which apologies)

Barley Studio was founded by Keith Barley in 
1973 and has an international reputation for 
excellence in stained glass creation and res-
toration for cathedrals, stately homes, parish 
churches and prestigious secular buildings 
across the UK and beyond.
	 Keith, together with Helen Whittaker, 
leads a multiskilled team and all work is carried 

out inhouse in a purpose-built stained-glass 
studio at Dunnington. An individually tailored 
approach is used for every client creating strik-
ing new designs or devising conservation tech-
niques for historic glass.
	 Examples of the team’s conservation 
work were shown in the cathedrals of Ely and 
Lichfield and 
Selby Abbey. 
Abroad Keith 
has worked 
on the Sie-
na Duomo 
in Italy, the 
Cloisters in 
the Metropolitan Museum of Art and St Patrick’s 
Cathedral in New York.
	 The speaker dealt with removing win-
dows, separating glass, cleaning and restoring 
damaged or missing parts. With better quality 
glass and adhesives, the amount of re-leading 
could be reduced, letting in more light and re-
ducing the weight and cost of windows. 
	 Keith added that selected small 
groups could visit the studio by arrangement 
and this may be an idea for a future outing of 
PHS. Inevitably there were questions, but all 
appreciated the considerable skills of a local 
studio.

Ordinary Meeting
17 March 2026

The History of Mental Health Care
in York over 250 years

by Robert Adams
Dr Adams based his account of mental health 
care in York on the history of Bootham Park 
Hospital, one of the first Psychiatric hospitals 
to open in the UK. It was founded in the 1770s 
and closed in 2015. The building has been for 
sale since then but is currently under offer for 
redevelopment into flats for older persons. Dr 
Adams’ book on the history of the hospital, 

‘Flighty, Melancholic and Wild”, was published 
in September 2025, and is available at Popple-
ton Library or through the publishers.
	 Dr Adams started by taking us on a 
tour of the hospital using photographs and a 
brief video recording. He then outlined how and 
why the hospital, then known as the York Asy-
lum, was established. By the end of the 18th 
century the standard of care at the hospital was 
questionable and how this was discovered and 
remedied outlined. During the rest of the 19th 
century the hospital became a model for others 
to follow.
	 The speaker described the changes 
in mental health treatments over the years from 
containment to ‘moral’ treatment, then from a 
time of experimental treatment to modern day 
mental health care. There was controversy 
around the closure of the hospital in 2015, and 
some lessons learnt for the future.

Next Meeting
Tuesday 22 September

7.30pm
The Anglo-Indian Wars, 1766-1805 and the 

Role of Arthur Wellesley
(Duke of Wellington)

by Dyno Keatinge
Note: the choice of the future venue for talks will 
be decided at the AGM, following an advisory 
note to all members from the committee.

Poppleton Tithe Barn
Open for Bookings

Exhibitions, Craft Fairs, Meetings, Social 
Gatherings, Dinners, Christenings,

Wedding Breakfasts
Private Garden and Kitchen facilities 

See our website - tithebarnpoppleton.co.uk 

Keith BarleyKeith Barley

Bootham HospitalBootham Hospital
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Poppleton Lawn Tennis Club Poppleton Football Club

Future Lionesses Wanted!
We’re starting a brand new Under 9s girls’ 
football development squad, and are looking 
for enthusiastic 8-year old girls to join us! 
	 Whether your child is already foot-
ball mad or just keen to try something new, 
our sessions are all about fun, teamwork and 
building confidence. No experience needed - 
it’s a great way to make new friends and stay 
active, and who knows where it might lead!
	 Please contact Vicky on 07540 
232285 or vickyhud@hotmail.co.uk for more 
information.

What are you doing on
12 & 13 June?! 

For anyone who doesn’t know, we throw a 
massive party every summer - the famous 
Poppleton Beer & Music Festival, now in its 
14th year. 
	 Friday night and all day Saturday, 
we serve 66 different cask and keg beers, a 
variety of ciders, wine, Pimm’s and Prosecco, 
and this year, Hooting Owl gins. Even better, 
our cask beers remain just £4 a pint.
	 With great food, loads of entertain-
ment on Saturday for the kids, and a fantastic 
line up of bands including The Mothers on 
Friday night and The 40 Thieves on Saturday 
night, this year’s festival promises to be an 
unforgettable weekend.

  Tickets on sale now:
https://bit.ly/popbeerfest26

Don’t miss out - they’re selling fast!! 
More information on our website

www.poppletonjfc.btck.co.uk

Here Comes Summer!
The 2026 tennis season is already under way 
with PLTC teams playing in the local Ladies, 
Men’s and Mixed team leagues. If you would 
like to play team, social tennis or just enjoy all 
age family time on the courts now is the time to
join or renew your membership. New members 
are always welcome!
	 Before the start of the Season the 
Club hosted an event to raise funds for Brain-
strust. We had 20 players of all abilities 
playing competitive tennis and then enjoying, 
with passing hungry visitors, tea and home-
made cakes. A significant sum was raised for 
the charity.
	 Junior tennis is thriving under the 
leadership of Head Coach Belinda Turnbull. 
Mini tennis sessions on Tuesday, Thursday 
and Friday 4-5pm are all full and there is a 
small waiting list. Summer Camps will run July 
20th -24th and August 24th – 28th. Please 
make any enquiries re tennis coaching to 
Belinda via turnbullpb@gmail.com.
	 Our new Padel court is now regularly 
fully booked for use by both Club members and 
visitors. If you have already fallen in love with 
this incredible sport or are just starting out, our 
Level 2 instructor can help! You could have a 
1-2-1 lesson or come with two or three of your 
favourite people and book the court for your 
own use. You could schedule your own Intro 
2 Padel lesson or join a regular group.Please 
Whatsapp or message our club coach Tony 
on 07809 688371. More information regard-
ing Padel is available on the PLTC website. 
Courses and private lesson availability is listed 
in Playtomic in the Poppleton LTC Academy.
	 Pickleball is thriving at the Centre 
with five sessions every week. We welcome 
new players and are arranging some training 
sessions at The Pickleball Shed. We have 
entered two teams in the Shed League which 
plays on Sundays. Details of the sessions are-
on page 15. A great emerging sport which is 
also social and great fun!
	 Finally, our Head Coach Belinda ran 
the London Marathon on Sunday April 26th 
and raised nearly £3,000 for York RSPCA. 
Congratulations Belinda!
	 If you are thinking of joining or would 
like further information, please visit our website 
below. We are looking forward to seeing you.

www.clubspark.lta.org.uk/
PoppletonLawnTennisClub
Twitter @PoppletonTennis

Facebook.com/PoppletonTennisClub

Back on the Pitch
A rich vein of form mid-season was enough to 
underpin the efforts of the 1st team this sea-
son. They await their final league position as 
other teams  catch up with their fixture list but 
are likely to finish in mid-table.
	 Meanwhile, the 2nd team have con-
firmed a record breaking season as they await 
the outcome of the remaining league fixtures 
to find out whether they finish 3rd or 4th. Ei-
ther way it caps off a fantastic season for the 
young side in Reserve A.
	 Great strides have been made both 
on and off the pitch as the Club continues to 
push forward in its goal of being one of the 
leading clubs in York. 
	 The senior section would like to 
take the opportunity say a big thank you to the 
committee, volunteers and all connected with 
the football club for making it such an enjoy-
able season. We would also like to thank the 
staff at the White Horse pub for their superb 
hospitality throughout the year!

Further information from
Alex Janes

alex.janes1@hotmail.com

News from Hilary Spencer
Juniors

News from Rich Fox
Seniors

News from Alex Janes

Summer Season Rolls Out
The summer outdoor bowls season is now 
under way!  The green opened on Saturday 
25 April when a very good number of the 
club members enjoyed a friendly afternoon 
of bowling followed by the usual tea and 
cakes in the club house. Bowls is not only a 
competitive activity but it is also a very hospi-
table one. Competition, exercise in the fresh 
air and tea and cake afterwards, what could 
be better?
	 The competitive part of the season 
has started with a bang.  Our first match in 
the Tockwith League against our old adver-
saries Bishopthorpe BC resulted in an over-
whelming victory for the club.  It would be 
fair to say that more often than not we come 
away from Bishopthorpe second best but not 
this time!
 	 In the Veteran’s League all four 
of our Vet’s teams were in action with three 
wins out of four!  It was never going to be 
four out of four because our A and B teams 

played each other.  The result was a win for the 
B team in a high scoring game with B winning 
31-20.
 	 Coaching has already started with 
one of our coaches Mick Crome coaching two 
prospective new members. Coaching takes 
place every Tuesday evening at 1830.  If you 
are interested then just turn up.
 	 So a good start to the season, all we 
need is a summer of good weather.

For more information contact
 Colin Robinson, Secretary
01904 783281 or 07717 941260

Poppleton Bowls Club
News from Colin Robinson
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Organisation Days/times (24 hour clock used) Contact Contact No
Ballet with Miss Gemma Saturday 09.00-12.00 Gemma Thomaz 07428 644219
Baby Band Monday and Friday 9.30-10.30 Charlotte Hill 07789 005477
Badminton Monday 19.00-20.00 John Riley 07742 034346
Badminton (Men’s) Thursday 20.30-21.30 Tony Carrick 07923 905015
Badminton Rusty Rackets Tuesday 11.45-12.45 Pam Alford                                pam.alford@btinternet.com
Be Amazing Drama For details contact James James Aconley                       james@beamazingarts.co.uk
Bloom Baby Friday 9.00-12.00 Fiona Price 07720 966438
Bowls Colin Robinson 01904 783281
Bridge Club 2nd and 4th Thursday of the month 19.00-22.00 Lesley Holroyd 07840 704379
Dream Time Baby Massage Tuesday 10.00-11.40 & 12.00- 14.40 Emily Rhowbotham             emily.rhowbotham@gmail.com
Ebor Lacemakers Monday 10.00-14.00 Hilary Davies  01904 795984
Easy Aerobics Wednesdays 13.30-14.30 Rachael 07882 076754
Fit4Dance Wednesday 19.00-20.00 Anna Topott 07801 274699
Football - Veterans Friday 19.00-20.30 Pete Moss 07525 655116
Keep Fit - Men Wednesday 20.00-21.00 John Millington 01904 794455
Lisa Marie Performing Arts Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday Call for details 07872 508651
Pickleball (all welcome) Monday 10.30; Tuesday 14.00; Wednesday 11.30 & 17.15  Friday 11.00 Sally Bell-Syer                                    07792 452675

Pilates - Beginners Tuesday 10.00 Back Care and 19.45 Mixed Level Gill Crane 07903 756682
Pilates - Intermediate Tuesday 11.30 Intermediate Gill Crane 07903 756682
Perform North Monday16.30-20.00 Perform North 07802 676655
Pilates with Lucy Thursday 09.15-10.15 Lucy Ford 07917 891139
Poppleton Arts Society Monthly, 1st Tuesday, 19.30 September-June Roger Backhouse                      poppletonarts@gmail.com
Poppleton History Society Monthly, 3rd Tuesday Julian Crabb 01904 798868
Poppleton Literary Society Wednesday 9.30-12.00 Karl Jarvis                                      karljarvis40@gmail.com
Poppleton Social For opening hours check their Facebook page Sam Gallagher 07869 755083
Roche Legal Clinic 3rd Thursday of the month 13.30-16.30 Rachel Roche 01904 866139
Rugby Tots Tuesday 9.30-11.30 Rob Brining 0345 313 6716
Sing and Sign Thursday 10.00-12.00 Anne Gibbeson 07811 651720
Stretch and Mobility Mondays 10.30-12.30 Tish Bolton 07850 156555
Tennis - Membership and Enquiries John Lister 07800 699897
Tennis - Junior and Adult Classes Belinda Turnbull 01904 750778
The Little Yorkshire Dance Academy                            Wednesday 9.30-10.30; Friday 9.30-11.30                       Joanna Harker    joanna@thelittleyorkshiredanceacademy.co.uk
Tumbletots Thursday 10.00-14.00 Jenny Hampton 07907 711871
Walking Netball Wednesday 10.00-11.00 Maggie Wilson 07989 256345
Wing Chun Womens’ Self Defence Wednesday 19.00-20.00 Terry Garrick 07838 138011
YCSG Cardiac Rehab Exercise Class Monday 13.30-14.30; Friday 13.30-14.30 Ray Schofield 07703 199207
Yoga Tuesday 13.15-14.45; Wednesday 13.45-15.15 Maureen Payne 01904 861564
York Photographic Society Wednesday 19.00-21.00 Chris Hart                                            chrisjhart@sky.com
York Tuition Centre Wednesday 15.30-18.30 Rachael Holmes 07968 049406
Zumba Gold Monday 9.15-10.15 Debs Horsham-Batley 07580 128701

Almost every day of every week throughout the year a host of activities are going on atAlmost every day of every week throughout the year a host of activities are going on at
The Poppleton Centre - for all age groups and abilities. If you’d like to join in, contact  details for each activity are detailed below.The Poppleton Centre - for all age groups and abilities. If you’d like to join in, contact  details for each activity are detailed below.

If you’d like to organise something new, contact Beth Kirkham at info@poppletoncentre.org.uk or 01904 797478.If you’d like to organise something new, contact Beth Kirkham at info@poppletoncentre.org.uk or 01904 797478.

Try something new this summerTry something new this summer
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Centrepiece is designed and produced by Bob Wood for Poppleton Community Trust (Charity No.1201611), The Poppleton Centre, Main Street, 
Upper Poppleton, York YO26 6JT. This issue printed by Solopress, Southend-on-Sea, SS2 5QF and distributed free of charge door-to-door through-
out Poppleton by our team of dedicated volunteers. It is also available as a PDF at poppletoncentre.org.uk as well as being emailed to everyone 
registered on our ENews database. It is entirely funded by the generosity of our advertisers. © Poppleton Community Trust 2026.

If you would like to advertise, have some
interesting news to share or want to 

promote an upcoming event to the 5,000
residents of Upper and Nether Poppleton in one of 

our quarterly issues contact
Bob Wood at centrepiece@poppletoncentre.org.uk
or Beth Kirkham at info@poppletoncentre.org.uk,

01904 797478Centrepie
ce

September issue deadline    1st August 2026


