
Friday 6 December
POPPLETON YOUTH CLUB

See page 7
At The Old Methodist Church Hall

Saturday 7 December
CHRISTMAS FAYRE

At The Tithe Barn
Tuesday 10 December

POPPLETON
HISTORY SOCIETY

At The Centre
Friday 13 December

POPPLETON YOUTH CLUB
See page 7

At The Old Methodist Church Hall
Friday 13 December

COMMUNITY FILM NIGHT
At The Centre

Tuesday 17 December
POPPLETON ARTS

CHRISTMAS ENTERTAINMENT
At The Centre
Friday 10 January 2025

COMMUNITY FILM NIGHT
At The Centre

Friday 6  & Saturday 7 June 2025
POPPLETON BEERFEST

PJFC FUNDRAISER
At Millfield Lane

What’s OnWhat’s On
in Poppleton

Major Boost for
Out o’ Space Project

Phase One is on the WayPhase One is on the Way
Issue 84 I Christmas Edition I December 2024Issue 84 I Christmas Edition I December 2024

The Poppleton CentreThe Poppleton Centre
Quarterly MagazineQuarterly MagazineCentrepieceCentrepiece

Read inside about a huge boost to the Out o’ 
Space project finances that means building work 
should begin early in the New Year. Celebrating 
that new space will soon become a reality are 
Trustees Allen Jones and Trevor Lawson along 
with Emily Rhowbotham from Dream Time Baby 
Massage, with Pippa and Jack, who plans to start 
courses at the Centre in January and Rob Brining 
of Rugby Tots who already holds regular classes 
at The Centre.
 This comes on top of some great fund-
raising events that have taken place over the 
past few months. Look inside to see pictures and 
reports on Bonfire Night, the Spooky Hallowe’en 
Party, Summer Garden Party, Scarecrow Trail 
and more. 

Youth Club in Jeopardy
Youth Club leader Jerry Holland writes inside 
about the likely folding of the Poppleton Youth 
Club without an increase in membership. It would 
be a sad day if this happened - read more on 
page 7.

Food Waste
Read too about Olio, a fantastic 
scheme that helps distribute un-
sold food from Supermarkets, free, 
to those who need it. You could get 

involved. Find more information inside.

All the Centre TeamAll the Centre Team
wish you awish you a

Very Merry ChristmasVery Merry Christmas  
and aand a

Brilliant New YearBrilliant New Year

Job Vacancy at The Centre
Join our dedicated team at The Poppleton Cen-
tre as a Weekend Centre Facilities Support Co-
ordinator, playing a crucial role in maintaining 
the cleanliness and hygiene of our busy com-
munity centre, ensuring it’s always ready for 
the many events and activities we host. See 
inside, page 9, for more details or for a full 
job specification go to our website poppleton-
centre.org.uk.

Christmas Opening Hours
The Centre will close on

Monday 23rd December, re-opening on 
Thursday 2nd January 2025.

Poppleton Social will be closed on 25th, 
26th December and 1st January.

(See also page 2)
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The Portakabin that will be used as extra space 
during the building of the new studio rooms to help 
reduce disruption for our users, was delivered and 
fully installed in August 

The Portakabin
Drops In

COMMUNITY FILM NIGHT
FRIDAY 13 DECEMBER 2024 at 7pm

Tickets only available on the door £3 pp
The Poppleton Social will be open, ice cream and snacks on sale

Poppleton Social
Christmas Opening Hours

25th & 26th December : Closed 
27th December : 10am - 4pm 
28th December : 9am - 11pm
29th December : 9am - 4pm 
30th December : 10am - 4pm

31st December : Only for NYE Party
1st January : Closed

Details at poppletonsocial.co.uk
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Out o’ Space Project Update
Out o’ Space Phase One

gets Go-ahead
The Out o’ Space Project has received a tre-
mendous boost having recently received con-

firmation of a successful 
bid for funding from FCC 
Communities Founda-
tion.
 This grant of over 

£86,000 has brought the overall amount raised 
above £300,000 enabling Trustees to set about 

awarding the con-
tract for building 
work on Phase 
One, the two new 
all-purpose studio 
rooms, to com-
mence early in the 
New Year.
 Trust Chairman, 
Robin Tomlinson, 
is, of course, de-
lighted with the 
news. “The de-
velopment project 
team have been 
working hard for 

over two years on this project and when we 
kicked off the fundraising back in July 2023 it 
was a daunting task. We are hugely grateful 
to the FCC for agreeing to give us this award 
and to Chris Starling who has made it happen”.  
FCC Communities Foundation is a not-for-profit 
business that awards grants for community pro-
jects through the Landfill Communities Fund.
 FCC Communities Foundation 
spokesperson, Richard Smith, says: “We’re 
delighted to be supporting the creation of the 
much needed new rooms at the Poppleton Cen-
tre and pleased our funding will make such a 
difference to the many user groups at the cen-
tre. FCC Communities Foundation is always 
happy to consider grant applications for projects 
that benefit local communities and we’re looking 
forward to this one having a positive impact very 
soon.”

Disruption Kept
to a Minimum

Trustees anticipate the building work will start 
at the beginning of January and during that time 
there will obviously be some disruption around 
the site, which we will endeavour to keep to a 
minimum. This will be primarily at the far end of 
the car park where a few parking spaces will be 

lost temporarily and the footpath giving access 
to Poppleton Ousebank school will be closed 
until the new school year in September.
 We will do everything possible to en-
sure that activity at The Centre is affected as 
little as possible during this time but hope that 
everyone will be understanding in our efforts to 
make the community centre bigger and better.

Phase Two Coming Up
As Phase One gets the go-ahead, fundraising 
continues to enable the next phase, improving 
and enlarging The Poppleton Social, to follow 
on as closely as possible after creation of the 
new studios. 

Add Your Name
The opportunity to Put Your Name on The 
Building is still open and can be accessed 
through our website, poppletoncentre.org.uk, 
or by talking to Beth Kirkham, Centre Manager, 
at the Centre.

Go Fund Me
Our Go Fund Me page is also still accepting con-
tributions at gofundme.com/f/outospace-project

Thanks to Nisa
Whether you 
call it Neesa 
or Nicer, it’s 
really up to 
you. But we 
choose Nic-
er, because 
they are! 
Through the 
Nisa Making 
a Difference 
Locally Char-
ity Nisa retail-
ers raise 
f u n d s 
through the 
sale of spe-
cific products 
in their stores 
and then 
choose a local beneficiary for the money.
  Our local store, on The Green, has very 
generously chosen The Out o’ Space pro-
ject as the recipient of their donations 
and we have just received a second one 

The Nisa team,
L to R Rekha, Bharti, Pat and Ram

from them.
     So thank you, the Nisa team. We 
really appreciate your support.

Trustee Bob Wood 
updates the
Spaceometer
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CHRISTMAS LUNCH
through December until December 21st

FESTIVE AFTERNOON TEA
Thursday to Saturday

Must pre-book
£14.95 with Tea/Coffee

£19.95 with Prosecco or Mulled Wine

HAPPY HOUR
Monday to Wednesday 4pm-6pm

Monday-Saturday 12-11pm, Food served 12-2, 5-8pm
Tuesday 4pm-11pm Bar snacks only

Sunday 12-11pm, Lunch served 12-3.30pm
OUTSIDE CATERING CATERED FOR

Please contact: thelordcollingwooduk@gmail.com or 01904 927340

Any Bottle of Wine £10
(excluding Prosecco)

£1 off all Draught Beers 
CHRISTMAS DAY
12-3pm Drinks only

I volunteer with an anti-waste organisation 
called Olio, writes Poppleton resident Janet 
Leng, which has the aims of reducing waste, 
preventing items going to landfill and building 
communities via a smartphone app. Down-
load the Olio app and you can use it to give 
away or request almost anything for free but 

the biggest draw is the distribution of free food which would otherwise 
be thrown away by supermarkets and catering establishments. There 
are two very active volunteers in Poppleton itself. Look out on the app 
listings from Peter and Jaime. In the last few days alone they’ve given 
away everything from Asparagus and Prawns to Chicken Satay Skew-
ers, Yogurt and much more from Sainsburys, Tesco and Iceland.

Stop the Shocking Food Waste
In the three years I’ve been 
doing this work I’ve been 
truly shocked by the amount 
of food that’s being wasted 
sometimes for no good rea-
son - such as clearing shelves 
for new items overstocking, 
rebranding of product labels. 
I’ve personally shared tens of 
thousands of food items with 
around 300 people in North 
York. The app is free to use 
although there is an option 
of subscribing to get an ad-
vert-free experience. So sign 
up. Look out for Jaime and Peter in Poppleton or even further afield 
as there’s a team of six working in Rawcliffe and further teams based 
in Acomb. 

Why do we 
need YOUR 

help?
We still need more 
people to sign up and 
request free food.  We 
are not a food bank, 
we give to anyone 
who requests it and 
you can save a for-
tune by requesting 
from our volunteers. 
So what’s stopping 
you?   Remember  
to  SHARE MORE, 
WASTE LESS with 
Olio.

Olio needs your help!  

A recent collection from
supermarkets ready to go on Olio



5

Contact  Centre Manager   01904 797478  info@poppletoncentre.org.uk meet I eat I play I relax

Find out more at poppletoncentre.org.uk

CCaallll  JJaassoonn  oonn  00773377  883311  00997700
wwwwww..VViibbrraannttTTrraannssffoorrmmaattiioonnss..ccoo..uukk

BBeessppookkee  rreeppllaacceemmeenntt  kkiittcchheenn  aanndd  wwaarrddrroobbee  ddoooorrss

BBeessppookkee  sslliiddiinngg  wwaarrddrroobbeess  aanndd  aacccceessssoorriieess

VVaarriioouuss  hhaannddyymmaann  jjoobbss  ––  nnoo  jjoobb  ttoooo  ssmmaallll

FFllaatt  ppaacckk  ffuurrnniittuurree  aasssseemmbbllyy

Why rip out your kitchen when you can get us to 
design, supply and fit quality new doors & accessories

Over 30 years’ experience in the furniture industry, quality assured New Probus President
The club started the new season on 4th September with the investiture of Jer-
ry Holland as the new President. This was followed by a talk from Maggi Pop-

pa about the “Real Marigold Hotel” and her travels 
in India which was enjoyed by over forty members 
present in the Dodsworth Room with others watch-
ing on Zoom. In October thirty members of the 
club went on a guided tour of the Nissan factory 
at Sunderland. The club has a full programme of 
interesting speakers booked for the the next six 

months and welcomes new members.
  Probus is a club for retired or semi- 
retired professionals and businessmen who live 

in the local area. It meets on alternate Wednesday mornings from September 
to May in the Poppleton Centre. Meetings feature guest speakers on varied 
topics with the emphasis on entertain-
ment and provide the opportunity to 
socialise and meet like-minded people 
from within our community.
For more information please contact 
the membership secretary Roper 
Langford. Tel. 01904 786565, email 
hopscotch@live.co.uk

Jerry Holland, right, receives 
the Probus Gavel from past 
president Philip Runacres

Probus visit Nissan
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FOR ALL YOUR 

ACCOUNTANCY ACCOUNTANCY 
AND TAX NEEDS AND TAX NEEDS 

BOOK A DISCOVERY CALL 

01904 787 973
dinglisaccountancy.co.uk

If you’d like to improve your business’s 
fi nancial performance, or if you feel you’re not 

getting enough support from your current 
accountant, book your free discovery call.

How do I grow 
without the 

financial risks?

Am I even 
making a 
profit?

Am I missing 
out on any tax 

reliefs?

Can I reduce costs 
while increasing 
profitability?

Mobile: 07788 411795
Email: admin@cjcook.co.uk
www.cjcookbuilders.co.uk

Serving the community for over 37 years

Wishing You a Very 
Merry Christmas

Hot Spot

Installing the new Sports Hall heaters, at a 
cost of just under £15,000, turned out to be 
a longer job than anticipated - but worth it to 
keep everyone snug and warm this winter.
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Helping you age
well in your

own home.

www.radfieldhomecare.co.uk/york
york@radfieldhomecare.co.uk

01904 395 138
Call to speak to the team

Poppleton Youth Club - Use 
it or lose it!

There has been a youth club 
in Poppleton for over forty 
years, writes Jerry Holland. 
Until two years ago it was 
located in the purpose built 
youth club building adjacent 
to what is now Ousebank 
School. Subsequent to the 
school becoming an academy 
the Club became homeless 
but was able to arise phoenix 
like due to the support of Pop-
pleton Methodist Church who 
have allowed the club to meet 

in their old Church Hall.  
 For most of 2023 and 2024 the club was well attended with 
up to 40 children and young people between the ages of 11 and 17 
coming to the Friday night sessions between 7pm and 9pm. The club, 
which is supported by both the Parish Councils, provides traditional 
activities such as pool and table tennis as well computer games. In 
good weather the children play football, swing ball and other games 
on the village green opposite the church hall. The leaders  try to pro-
vide activities to meet their members needs and requests, for example 
on the last Friday of term having a Halloween night. 

Come and try us out
Unfortunately since the start of the Autumn term attendances have
fallen to a point such that the club is no longer viable. Unless numbers 
increase  the club will have to close at the end of December. The mes-
sage to the children and young people of Poppleton is quite simple; 
“use it or lose it”. It would be a loss to the community if this facility was 
no longer available.
 The club is open to children from year 6 upwards. Admis-
sion is free on the first visit and only £2.50 each week thereafter.
For information email poppletonyouthclub@gmail.com or just 
turn up at 7pm on any Friday night up until 13 December.

Hallowe’en at
The Club

If you’d like to join our 15 intrepid 
trekkers on the trip of a lifetime and help 
raise funds for the Out o’ Space Project,  

call Beth on 01904 797478 or email
info@poppletoncentre.org.uk for details
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CHAMPAGNE
Afternoon Tea

at The

Knapton Lion

Join us for a special treat of a delicious
Afternoon Tea with Fresh Barista Coffee,

Yorkshire Teas, Homemade Scones, Pastries,
Savouries and Champagne!

£26.90 per person with Champagne
£19.90 per Person without Champagne

Gift vouchers available

Find out more information at:

theknaptonlion.com/afternoontea or
Call us on 01904 341105 

AVAILABLE THROUGHOUT 
JANUARY & FEBRUARY

12-4PM THURSDAY TO SATURDAY
PRE BOOKING ESSENTIAL

Hallowe’en
Spooky Fun

Hallowe’en is always time for spooky fun and there was a fantastic turn out of ghosts, 
ghouls and spooks to the party at the Centre on Hallowe’en afternoon. Magic Mark 
wowed the crowd and everybody had a great time, helping to raise funds for the Out 
o’ Space Project in the process. 
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Job Opportunity 
at The Poppleton 

Centre
Join our dedicated team, where we pride our-
selves on supporting the local community. Our 
centre is a hub of activity, providing a safe and 
welcoming environment for a diverse range of 
people. As a

Weekend Centre Facilities
Support Coordinator

you’ll play a crucial role in maintaining the 
cleanliness and hygiene of our busy commu-
nity centre, ensuring it’s always ready for the 
many events and activities we host.
 We offer competitive pay and a flex-
ible schedule working two weekends a month, 
allowing you to balance work with your other 
commitments.
 If you are reliable, have an eye for 
detail, are a team player and have a positive 
attitude to life we’d love to hear from you. 

More details at
poppletoncentre.co.uk

or pick up a job spec at The Centre.

Festive
T A P A S  M E N U

A T  T H E
L O R D  N E L S O N  

A V A I L A B L E
F R O M

W E D N E S D A Y
2 7 T H

N O V E M B E R

B R I N G  T H I S
A D V E R T  F O R
1 5 %  O F F  O N

W E D N E S D A Y S
&  T H U R S D A Y S
T H R O U G H O U T

D E C E M B E R

Opening Times

24TH - BAR 3-11:30 | FOOD 5-8:30
25TH - BAR 12-2PM | NO FOOD

26TH - BAR 3-11:30 | FOOD 5-8:30
27TH - 3 - 11PM | FOOD 5-8:30PM
28TH - 3 - 11PM | FOOD 5-8:30PM
29TH - 12 - 9PM | FOOD 12-3PM
30TH - BAR 4-11PM | NO FOOD

31ST - TBA
1ST-6TH - CLOSED

OVER THE FESTIVE PERIOD

Great Place to Meet | Great Place to Eat
01904 341066 | lordnelsonpoppleton.com

LORD NELSON
T H E

PO P P L E TON

..
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Brenda and John 
Nicholson brought 
their own colourful 
display with them

Mulled Wine and 
treats raised funds 
for Poppleton 
Bowls Club

The Street Food 
was delicious

The lads from Poppleton Senior Football club helped 

build the bonfire, sold sparklers and helped with the 

mammoth clean up operation after the event

A mild November 
evening was great 
news for Mr Cools

Jonathan’s Fireworks created 

another jaw-dropping display

Another Another Spectacular Spectacular Bonfire NightBonfire NightAnother Another Spectacular Spectacular Bonfire NightBonfire Night
Our annual Bonfire & Firework Spectacular was 
as busy as usual with a crowd of some 4,000 
enjoying a fantastic firework display and a 
delicious array of street food and treats.
 The event makes many thousands of 
pounds for both our Out o’ Space Project and for 
the upkeep and maintenance of the community 
centre and it is wonderful to see so many  
visitors from around York and further afield 
coming to support the event.
 This year we were able to park around 
250 cars in the Poppleton Park & Ride car park, 
thanks to York Bus, and Pullman shuttle buses 
conveyed over 600 visitors to and from the event. 
A large number of people walked, helping to 
reduce the inevitable traffic chaos in the village.
 Many other local organisations support 
the event with the Bowls Club, Senior Football Club, 
Scouts, Everest Trekkers, Poppleton Social and a host 
of volunteers working to make it a success.
 We were financially supported this year by 
our sponsors Hudson Moody, Batchelors Motor Group 
and Inglis Accountants.
 So many thanks to all of them, to everyone 
who participated and to everyone in the village who 
didn’t come along but who helped enable this tremen-
dous event to take place.
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Another Another Spectacular Spectacular Bonfire NightBonfire NightAnother Another Spectacular Spectacular Bonfire NightBonfire Night
The Poppleton Social team worked non-stop throughout the evening 

A great view from on high

Josh got to try out the driver’s seat on one of the shuttle buses

You’re never too old to sparkle

Noodle queues

Over 600 people used the shuttle buses and hundreds more walked from the P&R Fabulous Street Food

Thanks to our hugely supportive sponsors

Our annual Bonfire & Firework Spectacular was 
as busy as usual with a crowd of some 4,000 
enjoying a fantastic firework display and a 
delicious array of street food and treats.
 The event makes many thousands of 
pounds for both our Out o’ Space Project and for 
the upkeep and maintenance of the community 
centre and it is wonderful to see so many  
visitors from around York and further afield 
coming to support the event.
 This year we were able to park around 
250 cars in the Poppleton Park & Ride car park, 
thanks to York Bus, and Pullman shuttle buses 
conveyed over 600 visitors to and from the event. 
A large number of people walked, helping to 
reduce the inevitable traffic chaos in the village.
 Many other local organisations support 
the event with the Bowls Club, Senior Football Club, 
Scouts, Everest Trekkers, Poppleton Social and a host 
of volunteers working to make it a success.
 We were financially supported this year by 
our sponsors Hudson Moody, Batchelors Motor Group 
and Inglis Accountants.
 So many thanks to all of them, to everyone 
who participated and to everyone in the village who 
didn’t come along but who helped enable this tremen-
dous event to take place.

The massive bonfire, built with the aid of 
Andrew Frazer, is the heart of the show
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Several hundred happy Trailers wandered their 
way around Poppleton back in September, 
despite a wet Sunday, to enjoy the 18 wonderful 
scarecrows created for our eighth Trail. 
 Trailers were invited to answer a 
question about each scarecrow and compete 
to win a tin of Quality Street, which was won 
by Hector Briggs, pictured below with his sister, 
Tabitha.
 Also up for grabs was the accolade 
of being nominated to be the best scarecrow 
which was resoundingly judged to be Harry 
Potter playing Quidditch, created by Debbie 
Johnson and her team at Poppleton Library.
 Huge thanks to everyone who 
created a scarecrow for the event and all of you 
who did the Trail.

Fantastic Entries for this year’s Scarecrow Trail 

If you’d like to create 
a scarecrow next 
year, contact Centre 
Manager Beth Kirkham, 
details below.

Tabitha and Hector 

Briggs with their prize

Debbie Johnson, right with her prize,
and her team created the winning Scarecrow

WE ALWAYS STOCK
a comprehensive selection of newspapers and magazines

and deliver morning, weekly and weekends.

PLUS
Jewellery : Toys : Crafts : Confectionery 

Boxed Chocolates : Stationery : Dry Cleaning : UPS 
Access Point for sending and receiving parcels

Cardland
More than a newsagent

16 Allerton Drive, Nether Poppleton. York YO26 6HN   01904 795036

Your local Christmas shop
We’re open with a great selection of greetings cards, wrapping 
paper, craft materials and even helium balloons so you can get 
ready for Christmas very close to home. We also have a range 

of sugar free, dairy free and gluten free confectionery.Gift Wrap 
Gift Wrap 

£2.00£2.00
a rolla roll

and a very Merry Christmas to you fromBoxes of 
Boxes of 

Christmas 
Christmas 

CardsCards
£2.99£2.99

Whatever the 

Whatever the weather we’re 

weather we’re here for you
here for you
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Biodiversity in Poppleton
As mentioned in the last issue of Centrepiece 
the Parish Councils are undertaking a study of 
biodiversity in the village.  Biodiversity is the 
collective term for the variety and abundance of 
forms of life found in an area, including animals, 
plants, fungi and micro-organisms like bacteria. 
Each of these species and organisms work to-
gether in ecosystems to maintain, balance and 
support life. 

Biodiversity Working Group
A Biodiversity working group with members 
from both Upper and Nether Councils has been 
set up to concentrate on this issue. 
 First tasks for the new group include 
finding out the special things that the village 
already has (for example, Tansy Beetles, Bee 
Orchids, Daubenton’s Bats) and getting feed-
back on improvements to biodiversity that 
villagers would like to see.

Future Projects
In the longer term our new group needs to iden-
tify future projects. We have some first ideas, 
but this is a substantial task which will involve 
short- and long-term actions. In the case of wild-
flower diversity this might stretch from limited 
wildflower planting to serious ground works to 
reduce soil fertility to create a sustainable wild-
flower meadow. Also given the large percentage 
area of Poppleton that stands as private gar-
dens, village gardeners could add biodiversity 
to their own property, for example by encour-
aging hedgehog movement between gardens 
with small fencing gaps and keeping patches of 
nettles for butterflies.

 Wildlife Already Around Us
While there is scope for improvement in biodi-
versity there are nevertheless interesting and 
outstanding examples of wildlife already exist-
ing in the village and its surroundings, a few of 
which are described below.
  A number of Bee Orchids appeared 
in the Park and Ride in July. The village grass 
verges have many varieties of fungi, for exam-
ple Shaggy Inkcap at the corner of West Field 
Lane and Hodgson Lane. 

Both churchyards have particularly strong 
fungus populations including Fly Agaric in All 
Saints.

York Community Woodland
A major wildlife project which is under develop-
ment is the York Community Woodland at the 
end of Northfield Lane. A couple of years ago it 
was planted up with cornfield weeds as shown 

News from Nether and Upper Poppleton Parish Councils
From Neil Lawrence

b e l o w . T h i s 
could be a pos-
sible wildflower 
meadow type 
for Poppleton.
The outstand-
ing example of 
wildlife in our 
area is the Tan-
sy Beetle which 

only exists in 
two places in 
the UK, with the 
main population 
being in York, 
though some 
have been 

found in Poppleton. The food plant of the cat-
erpillars is Tansy (not surprising!) which grows 
on the banks of the Ouse. Links to articles from 
the Yorkshire Wildlife Trust and Buglife give fur-
ther details.
https://www.ywt.org.uk › invertebrates › beetles 
› tansy...
https://cdn.buglife.org.uk › downloads › Species

Get Involved
We feel there must be an enormous store of 
wildlife knowledge in the village. We would like 
the birders, botanists, ecologists, mycologists, 
entomologists, bat experts, bee experts, etc. 
and anyone else (young or old) who is interest-
ed in sharing their expertise, enthusiasm and 
time with us to work together to improve the 
biodiversity of our lovely villages.  

Please contact us on
poppbiodiv@gmail.com

Councillor Bill Hall, Biodiversity Group
Bee OrchidBee Orchid

Shaggy  InkcapShaggy  Inkcap

Fly AgaricFly Agaric

TansyTansy

Cornfield  WeedsCornfield  Weeds
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BATCHELORS OMODA YORK, NOW OPEN

New Omoda in stock available for immediate delivery 
1.6 Turbo petrol and 100% electric versions available

£25,235
Starting from only

Batchelors York
Great North Way,  
Hudson Court, York YO26 6RN 
Tel: 01904 520820
www.batchelorsmotorgroup.co.uk

York - 07843 793341 or 07980 947171
Email: info@d-selectricians.co.uk
Web: www.d-selectricians.co.uk

New Installations
Consumer Units
Additional Sockets

Full/Part Rewires
Lighting
Inspection and testing

If you’re wondering what the excavation work is that’s going on down Main 
Street near the pumping station, here’s what it’s all about.
 As part of their £180 million commitment to reduce sewer spills to 
the environment Yorkshire Water are investing in the storm overflow off Main 
Street to reduce spills to the river Ouse. This work started in July 2024 and is 
expected to be completed by February 2025. They are installing an additional 
underground storage tank for the local sewerage network. During periods of 
heavy rain flows will be retained in the underground tank until the weather re-

turns to normal. The flows will then be returned for 
final treatment which will significantly reduce spill 
frequency from the storm overflow.

What’s the Big Dig on Main Street?
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Garden Party host, 
Tom Brown (third 
from left), keeping 
the party going.

A beautifully sunny after-
noon in late August en-
sured that Tom Brown’s 
Garden Party at the Lord 
Nelson to raise funds for 
our Out o’ Space Project 
was a great success.
 Four great bands - 
Just Another Jester, What 
the Duck, Victory Samosa

and Homemade 
Monsters- did a fan-
tastic job keeping the 
crowd happy and en-
suring it was a great 
afternoon. 
 Huge thanks 
to Tom, Peter and 
the team at the Lord 
Nelson for hosting 
this fundraiser, to the 
bands and to every-
one who came along.

Great Party 
at The Nelly
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ryland horticulture
Aboricultural and Landscape Contractors

•	 Commercial	and	domestic	landscapers
•	 Specialists	in	high	quality	garden	improvement,	alteration	and	design
•	 Full	design	service	from	concept	to	construction
•	 Approved	contractors	 •	 All	tree	works	and	consultancy
•	 Full	insurance	cover	 •	 All	works	guaranteed

Rylands · 159 Long Ridge Lane 
Upper Poppleton · York · YO26 6HA 
Tel: (01904) 799032 
www.rylandhorticulture.co.uk

Lt
dryland horticulture

Aboricultural and Landscape Contractors
•	 Commercial	and	domestic	landscapers
•	 Specialists	in	high	quality	garden	improvement,	alteration	and	design
•	 Full	design	service	from	concept	to	construction
•	 Approved	contractors	 •	 All	tree	works	and	consultancy
•	 Full	insurance	cover	 •	 All	works	guaranteed

Rylands · 159 Long Ridge Lane 
Upper Poppleton · York · YO26 6HA 
Tel: (01904) 799032 
www.rylandhorticulture.co.uk

Lt
dryland horticulture

Aboricultural and Landscape Contractors
•	 Commercial	and	domestic	landscapers
•	 Specialists	in	high	quality	garden	improvement,	alteration	and	design
•	 Full	design	service	from	concept	to	construction
•	 Approved	contractors	 •	 All	tree	works	and	consultancy
•	 Full	insurance	cover	 •	 All	works	guaranteed

Rylands · 159 Long Ridge Lane 
Upper Poppleton · York · YO26 6HA 
Tel: (01904) 799032 
www.rylandhorticulture.co.uk

Lt
d

ryland horticulture
Aboricultural and Landscape Contractors

•	 Commercial	and	domestic	landscapers
•	 Specialists	in	high	quality	garden	improvement,	alteration	and	design
•	 Full	design	service	from	concept	to	construction
•	 Approved	contractors	 •	 All	tree	works	and	consultancy
•	 Full	insurance	cover	 •	 All	works	guaranteed

Rylands · 159 Long Ridge Lane 
Upper Poppleton · York · YO26 6HA 
Tel: (01904) 799032 
www.rylandhorticulture.co.uk

Lt
dryland horticulture

Aboricultural and Landscape Contractors
•	 Commercial	and	domestic	landscapers
•	 Specialists	in	high	quality	garden	improvement,	alteration	and	design
•	 Full	design	service	from	concept	to	construction
•	 Approved	contractors	 •	 All	tree	works	and	consultancy
•	 Full	insurance	cover	 •	 All	works	guaranteed

Rylands · 159 Long Ridge Lane 
Upper Poppleton · York · YO26 6HA 
Tel: (01904) 799032 
www.rylandhorticulture.co.uk

Lt
d

ryland horticulture
Aboricultural and Landscape Contractors

•	 Commercial	and	domestic	landscapers
•	 Specialists	in	high	quality	garden	improvement,	alteration	and	design
•	 Full	design	service	from	concept	to	construction
•	 Approved	contractors	 •	 All	tree	works	and	consultancy
•	 Full	insurance	cover	 •	 All	works	guaranteed

Rylands · 159 Long Ridge Lane 
Upper Poppleton · York · YO26 6HA 
Tel: (01904) 799032 
www.rylandhorticulture.co.uk

Lt
d

ryland horticulture
Aboricultural and Landscape Contractors

•	 Commercial	and	domestic	landscapers
•	 Specialists	in	high	quality	garden	improvement,	alteration	and	design
•	 Full	design	service	from	concept	to	construction
•	 Approved	contractors	 •	 All	tree	works	and	consultancy
•	 Full	insurance	cover	 •	 All	works	guaranteed

Rylands · 159 Long Ridge Lane 
Upper Poppleton · York · YO26 6HA 
Tel: (01904) 799032 
www.rylandhorticulture.co.uk

Lt
d

 
A brilliant range of books for all ages

We stock Large Print and Talking Books
Access to Ancestry and Find My Past 

websites

Update your York Card or you can do this 
on-line as a digital card at
card.exploreyork.org.uk

Monthly Reading Group and a Weekly story 
time – contact branch for details

Under 5s Story Time - just drop in
Every Wednesday 2.30-3.00pm

E books and E Audio books are available via 
the Libby app and Borrow Box

For more information and opening times 
please see our website

exploreyork.org.uk

We value your support and look
forward to seeing you

Poppleton LibraryPoppleton Library 

Poppleton Tithe Barn
Open for Bookings

Exhibitions, Craft Fairs, Meetings, Social 
Gatherings, Dinners, Christenings,

Wedding Breakfasts
Private Garden and Kitchen facilities 

See our website - poppletontithebarn.co.uk 
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Ordinary Meeting
 15 October 2024

York’s Baedeker Raid 1942
by Malcolm Brooke

The new season opened with 49 people hear-
ing about a particular German raid on York in 
WWII. York had already been targeted four 
times since October 1941 before the main raid. 
The name Baedeker came from Gustav Braun 
von Stumm, a spokesman for the German For-
eign Office; “We shall go out and bomb every 
building in Britain marked with three stars in the 
Baedeker Guide”, a reference to the popular 
guidebooks, first published in 1832 and which 
continue today. They were published in French 
and English.
 The raid was in retaliation for the 
bombing by the RAF of the medieval town of 
Lubeck 28 March 1942. The cathedral cities 
of Exeter, Bath, Norwich, York and Canterbury 
were targeted with considerable damage to all. 
However, only Exeter suffered notable damage 
to its cathedral.
 York was vulnerable to attack, hav-
ing local airfields serving RAF fighter planes, 
being the headquarters of Northern Command, 
possessing an aircraft repair department and 
an important railway junction. Cook, Troughton 
and Simms employed 3000 workers in its facto-
ry manufacturing scientific instruments for use 
in the war, like range finders and binoculars.
 Radar stations were being developed 
along the east coast, one being at Bempton 
Cliffs and all information was fed into Bentley 
Priory for analysis and action; the Dowding Sys-
tem was highly effective in WWII. York had poor 
defences with no effective anti-aircraft guns and 
only one fighter plane. The 36 public shelters 
were mainly either Anderson or Morrison type.
On 29 April the first bombs fell at 02.44.  

 M o r e 
than 70 planes, 
Junkers, Hein-
kels and Dor-
niers bombed 
and ma-
chine-gunned 
York affecting 
the railway 
station, the 
Guildhall, St 
Martin le Grand 
Church, the 

Bar Convent with five nuns killed, Rowntree’s 
warehouse of sugar and Poppleton Road Pri-
mary School. Houses in Rawcliffe Lane and 
Westminster Road were among those attacked. 
A York Gas company map showed clearly the 
extensive damage. The ‘all clear’ was at 4.46 
with the raid lasted 2 hours. 20 locomotives 
and 436 carriages were damaged or destroyed 
in the raid with a packed troop train from Lon-
don held at platform 9 and which emerged un-
scathed. 115 people died of injuries in the raid. 
 A plaque on the site of the damaged 

church of St Martin le 
Grand pays tribute to 
pilot officer Mahe who 
shot down one German 
plane over Crockey 
Hill. In peacetime the 
German people made 

reparations to the church and donated an organ 
which can be heard today.

Meetings Coming Up
10 December 2024

St. Peter’s School Debate
 by scholars. (Subject TBC)

21 January 2025
 Poets and their Poetry in Poppleton Sons 

of the Great War Remembered
 by members plus
The Silent Secret
by Sandra Hutson

18 February 2025
It’s So Bracing

 - Past Posters of the Railway
 by Roger Backhouse.

York Station
after the attack

St Martin le Grand

Experienced Cleaner
£20 an hour

Available for a one off deep clean, or 
maybe fortnightly or weekly to keep 

on top of those fiddly places?
I have many years experience of 

cleaning houses, offices, stores etc 
and I genuinely care about my clients 
and what they are looking for in a

cleaner. Referencea available.
To find out more, call or email me

Coral Dyett
07983 285150

coralD90@outlook.com
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Poppleton Lawn Tennis Club Poppleton Football Club

Join Our Girls team?
Are you a Year 10 girl looking for a fun new 
challenge or fresh start? If so, we need you! 
We’re recruiting for our U15s girls football 
team, a great opportunity to join a friendly 
group of girls with highly qualified coaches 
at our successful community football club.  
Please call or text Shannon for more info: 
07745 723 804. 
Under 19s Boys Recruiting

Another team on the look out for new talent is 
our U19s boys team; if you’re interested and 
are 19 or under in this academic year, please 
drop Paul a text, or call 07583 040 657. 

Recent Investment
We’ve been sprucing things up at the club 
during the autumn, to include our new brand-
ing since becoming Poppleton Football Club 
- erecting new signage, swapping out all of 
our old broken goals for brand new ones and 
buying smart new corner flags to replace our 
tatty old flags! Thanks to all who support us 
throughout the year for helping us create a 
great environment in which our young foot-
ballers can thrive.  

Café Volunteers
We’ve some big plans for our café, but in the 
meantime we’re always on the look out for 
willing volunteers - if anyone would like to help 
serve teas and coffees to chilly spectators, 
please text or call Bel on 07982 243 021. 

New Members Welcome
We are a vibrant, social and family friendly 
tennis club where new members are always 
welcome. Our tennis teams of all categories 
have had a successful season with achieve-
ments in local and district leagues, also coun-
ty tournaments. 
 Our head coach Belinda Turnbull 
has been nominated for the LTA Yorkshire 
lifetime achievement award because of her 
significant dedication to tennis in Yorkshire, 
particularly with junior players. Good luck Be-
linda!
 It’s a great time to sign up for Winter 
Memberships, to meet new players and enjoy 
a game on our new artificial clay courts. They 
are playable in most winter conditions unlike 
many other surfaces. There is also a Singles 
Challenge Ladder with 36 players of all levels 
and abilities competing. 
 Adult group coaching takes place 
on Saturday mornings from 10-11am. Ladies’ 
social tennis is on Monday afternoon and 
men’s social tennis on Sunday mornings from 
10-12. Wednesday Club Night social tennis 
is organised from 6.30 – 8.00pm. Open to 
all members, balls and floodlights provided. 
Please visit our website for further informa-
tion. We look forward to seeing you on the 
courts. Best wishes for the festive season

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 
everyone!

www.clubspark.lta.org.uk/
PoppletonLawnTennisClub
Twitter @PoppletonTennis

Facebook.com/PoppletonTennisClub

Solid Season Start
Poppleton FC firsts have had a solid if unspec-
tacular start to the season with some positive 
results mixed in with some narrow defeats 
they were unlucky to be on the wrong end of.  
 The second team have welcomed 
to the newly merged clubs u19 players and 
although they are yet to pick up a win this sea-
son, it is certainly a good introduction for the 
young lads to adult football. 
 The Seniors were delighted to sup-
port the fantastic Bonfire Night held recently 
and thank everybody for their support of the 
event

Further information from
Alex Janes

alex.janes1@hotmail.com

News from Hilary Spencer

Poppleton Bowls Club
News from Colin Robinson

Season Ending
The club season ended in early September and 
unlike last season was not such a success for 
the club.  The Men’s Evening League Team 
were  relegated to Div 2. More than a few of the 
matches were lost by only a handful of points, 
so there is hope for a swift return to Div 1 next 
season.
 The Veteran’s Teams also had mixed 
results with our B team, last year’s Div 1 win-
ners, finishing in third place this year, albeit only 
one point behind the runner-up.  Our A team 
managed to hang on to a place in Div 1. Our C 
team just missed promotion by one point in Div 
4.  Our D team ended up mid table, also in Div 4.  

Juniors
News from Rich Fox

Seniors
News from Alex Janes

So a reasonable season for our four teams.
 Our Ladies were somewhat more 
successful with a second place in the Challis 
League and a third place finish in the Ladies 
Evening League.  The Ladies finished their 
season with the tradition Ladies Bowlers lunch 
at the Lysander Arms.  There was a very good 
turnout of present and past lady players who 
enjoyed an excellent lunch and good company.
 The club internal competitions were 
played throughout the season culminating in 
the various finals taking place over the week-
end of the 17/18 August.  There were a lot of 
hard fought matches in the various categories 
watched by a good turn out of spectators.  Af-
terwards there was the traditional bowls tea!
 President’s day was held on Sunday 
1 September, an afternoon of fun and friendly 

bowling which raised no less than £575 for our 
President’s chosen charity which this year was 
St. Leonard’s Hospice.
  The season ended with the club 
lunch and prize giving at the Red Lion pub and 
motel in Upper Poppleton. The prize giving 
brought the event to a close with our President, 
Sue Needham handing out the prizes.That was 
then the end of our season.  Win or lose it is 
always enjoyable and we look forward to next 
season which will commence around the 
middle of April 2025 depending on the weather.

For more information contact
 Colin Robinson, Secretary

01904 783281
colinanddee.robinson@btopenworld.com

Poppleton Beer Festival 
Popbeerfest returns

Friday 6 and Saturday 7 June 2025
Tickets on sale soon!

 More information on our website
www.poppletonjfc.btck.co.uk
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Organisation Days/times (24 hour clock used) Contact Contact No
Ballet with Miss Gemma Saturday 09.00-12.00 Gemma Thomaz 07428 644219
Baby Band Monday and Friday 9.30-10.30 Charlotte Hill 07789 005477
Badminton Monday 19.00-20.00 John Riley 07742 034346
Bloom Sensory Friday 9.00-12.00 Fiona Price 07720 966438
Bowls Colin Robinson 01904 783281
Bridge Club Thursday (twice a month) 19.00-22.00 Lesley Holroyd 07840 704379
Ebor Lacemakers Monday 10.00-14.00 Hilary Davies  01904 795984
Easy Aerobics Wednesdays 13.30-14.30 Rachael 07882 076754
Football - Veterans Friday 19.00-20.30 Pete Moss 07525 655116
Football - All Stars Football Academy Monday 16.00-18.00; Wednesday 16.00-18.00 Christian Fox 07711 871170
Hypnobirthing with Charlotte Friday 17.30-19.00 Charlotte Poran 07811 355616
Keep Fit - Men Wednesday 20.00-21.00 John Millington 01904 794455
Lisa Marie Performing Arts Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday Call for details 07872 508651
Netball for Children Sunday 09.00-10.30 Victoria Palmer netball4alluk@gmail.com
Pickleball (all welcome) Monday 10.30-12.00; Tuesday 14.0015.30

Wednesday 11.30-13.00
Sally Bell-Syer
sembellsyer@googlemail.com

Pilates - Beginners Tuesday 10.00-11.00 and 19.45-20.45 Gill Crane 07903 756682
Pilates - Intermediate Tuesday 11.30-12.30 Gill Crane 07903 756682
Pilates with Lucy Thursday 09.15-10.15 Lucy Ford 07917891139
Poppleton Arts Society Monthly, 1st Tuesday, 19.30 Sept-June Jean Graystone 01904 795914
Poppleton History Society Monthly, 3rd Tuesday Julian Crabb 01904 798868
Poppleton Probus Alternate Wednesdays 10.00-12.00 Roper Langford 01904 786565
Poppleton Social For opening hours check their Facebook page Sam Gallagher 07869 755083
Rugby Tots Tuesday 9.30-11.30 Rob Brining 0345 313 6716
Sing and Sign Thursday 10.00-13.00 Anne Gibbeson 07811 651720
Stretch and Mobility Mondays 10.30-12.30 Tish Bolton 07850 156555
Tai Chi Thursday 14.30-15.30 Iain Keegan 07852 881937
Tennis - Membership and Enquiries John Lister 07800 699897
Tennis - Junior and Adult Classes Belinda Turnbull 01904 750778
The Little Yorkshire Dance Academy Friday 9.30-11.30 Joanna Harker

joanna@thelittleyorkshiredanceacademy.co.uk

Tumbletots Thursday 10.00-14.00 Jenny Hampton 07907 711871
Walking Netball Wednesday 10.00-11.00 Maggie Wilson 07989 256345
YCSG Cardiac Rehab Exercise Class Monday 13.30-14.30; Friday 13.30-14.30 Ray Schofield 07703 199207
Yoga Mon 19.30-21.00; Tues 13.00-14.15; Weds 13.45-15.15 Maureen Payne 01904 861564
York Photographic Society Wednesday 19.00-21.00 Chris Hart              chrisjhart@sky.com
York Tuition Centre Wednesday 15.30-18.30 Rachael Holmes 07968049406

Try something new for 2025Try something new for 2025
Most of these activities are currently running at The Centre - ring contact for more information

If you would like to advertise, have some interesting news to share or want 
to promote an upcoming event to the 5,000 residents of Upper and Nether 

Poppleton in one of our quarterly issues contact
Bob Wood at centrepiece@poppletoncentre.org.uk

or Beth Kirkham at info@poppletoncentre.org.uk,  01904 797478Centrepiece
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Centrepiece is designed and produced by Bob Wood for Poppleton Community Trust (Charity No.1201611), The Poppleton Centre, Main Street, 
Upper Poppleton, York YO26 6JT. This issue printed by Solopress, Southend-on-Sea, SS2 5QF and distributed free of charge door-to-door through-
out Poppleton by our team of dedicated volunteers. It is also available as a PDF at poppletoncentre.org.uk as well as being emailed to everyone 
registered on our ENews database. It is entirely funded by the generosity of our advertisers. © Poppleton Community Trust 2024

COMMUNITY

FILM
NIGHT

2024/25

Every month we 
bring you the very best movies

and just a stone’s throw from home.
Put the dates in your diary now!

Friday 13th December
Friday 10th January

(more dates to come)

Film starts at 7.00pm
Snacks available in the interval and
The Poppleton Social will be open. 

All the team at PDP wish you a
a very Merry Christmas 

Rebecca Bayne BDS GDC no: 79380
Alison Byrne BDS GDC no.: 63598
Sarah Miller BDS GDC no: 74568
We are a fully private practice.

For all new patients the
examination appointment is £79.90
which includes X-rays


